
  

ists that stop where it is not 
required or expected create the 
risk of being rear-ended putting 
themselves and trail users at 
increased risk. Furthermore, 
oncoming traffic may not stop 
as they are not normally re-
quired to, creating additional 
risk to everyone. These risks 
can be avoided if everyone 
understands and follows the 
rules.  

Remember that safety is every-
one’s responsibility.  We can all 
make a difference by following 
the rules and exercising caution 
around crosswalks and trail 
crossings.   

 

Respectfully,  

Paul A. Falls 

Director of Public Safety  

In recent years, we have experi-
enced a lot of growth within our 
City as well as the surrounding 
area.  As a result, traffic vol-
umes have increased dramati-
cally.  With more population, 
there are more people using 
crosswalks and trail crossings.   

This presents some challenging 
safety issues. The rules regard-
ing crosswalks and trail cross-
ings are very different and can 
be confusing for everyone.  
Crosswalks and trail crossings 
often times have similar mark-
ings making it difficult to tell the 
difference. While they may look 
similar, the rules regarding them 
are very different. The signage 
is the best way to tell if it is a 
crosswalk or trail crossing.  Here 
are some guidelines to help 
clarify this topic.    

The general rule is that pedestri-
ans have the right of way within 
a crosswalk, while vehicular 
traffic has the right of way at trail 
crossings. The definitive differ-
ence is that the law requires 

Due to COVID-19, Trista Day was cancelled this year.  We hope 
you can all join us for Trista Day 2021 which will be held on Satur-
day, May 15th.   

Crosswalk or Trail Crossing ?  What’s the  Difference? 
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motorists to stop for pedestrians 
within a crosswalk.  It does not 
require vehicular traffic to stop for 
trail crossings unless they are 
marked with specific traffic control 
devices. Most trail crossings are 
marked with stop or yield signs 
for the trail users.  In other words, 
trail users are responsible for 
yielding to vehicular traffic.  It is 
imperative that trail users obey 
the signs to ensure their safety.  

Consistency is key to ensuring 
safety.  By having clear rules and 
following them, people know what 
to expect and as a result they 
react predictably and appropriate-
ly. When people change or do not 
follow the rules, it creates incon-
sistency which results in unpre-
dictability and increased risk.   

For example, when motorists stop 
to allow trail users to cross the 
road even though the trail user 
does not have the right of way, it 
creates undue risk. While I re-
spect the Good Samaritan, this 
scenario actually creates more 
danger than it prevents.  Motor-
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SPRINKLING ORDINANCE 

MINNETRISTA POLICE RESERVES 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
Because of the uncertainty of 
COVID-19 and having large 
gatherings, the State has 
suggested that we change 
National Night Out from Au-
gust to Tuesday, October 6th 
this year.  At this time we 
have decided to follow that 
lead and will be changing the 
celebration in Minnetrista and 
St. Bonifacius to October 6th.  
The goal of National Night 
Out is to encourage our resi-
dents to get to know their 
neighbors.  Neighbors know-

ing neighbors is a very power-
ful crime fighting tool.  If your 
neighbors know you, they 
may notice a suspicious car 
that may not belong in your 
driveway.  They will be more 
likely to report suspicious 
activity to the police and we 
can better protect your neigh-
borhood.  If your neighbor-
hood does not hold a block 
party, please call us.  We will 
help you organize this event 
and will attend and talk to 
your neighborhood about 

crime prevention.  It’s an easy 
and fun way to accomplish 
our mission of fighting crime 
and promoting safety.  Last 
year, we had a record 23 
neighborhoods celebrate 
National Night Out.  Min-
netrista Police along with St. 
Bonifacius and Mound Fire 
Departments visited the par-
ties. 

Please give us a call during 
office hours at (952)446-1131 
to get information on coordi-
nating a block party. 

ments, and emergency call-outs 
to disasters and crisis situa-
tions. 

To qualify for the position, appli-
cants must: 

 Be 18 years or older 

 Have a valid MN drivers 
license 

 Pass an oral interview 

 Pass a complete back-

The Minnetrista Police Depart-
ment is accepting applications 
for positions with the Volunteer 
Reserve Unit.  The purpose of 
the Reserve Unit is to provide 
support services to the citizens 
we serve and to the members 
of the Minnetrista Police.  
These services include traffic 
control, crime prevention, citi-
zen and neighborhood watch 
programs, residence and busi-
ness checks, security assign-

ground investigation 

 After acceptance, Re-
serves must successfully 
complete the Hennepin 
County Reserve Course 
within one year 

If you would like an application 
or have any questions regard-
ing the Reserve program, 
please contact Officer 
Thompson at (952)446-1131. 

and seed as well as estab-
lished lawns, vegetation, 
shrubs, trees and gardens, 
unless a sprinkling permit 
(30 day grace) is obtained 
from the police department 
(for new sod or seed, new 
trees or shrubbery). 

 Odd/Even rules apply, 
meaning if a property ad-
dress ends in an even 
number, irrigation may take 
place on an even num-
bered day of the week.  If 
the address ends in an odd 
number, irrigation may take 
place on an odd numbered 

day of the week. 

St. Bonifacius 

 Sprinkling is not allowed 
between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on any 
day of the week. 

 Odd/Even rules apply 

 A 30 day grace for new 
seed or sod from the date 
of planting can be obtained 
by written request to the 
St. Boni City Office. 

Both Minnetrista and St. Boni-
facius have sprinkling ordinanc-
es in place that restrict the days 
and times that sprinkling is al-
lowed.  Those with wells are 
exempt from the Minnetrista 
ordinance.  The following are 
summaries for both cities: 

Minnetrista 

 Sprinkling is not allowed 
between the hours of 10:00 
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on any 
day of the week between 
May 1st through Septem-
ber 30th. 

 This applies to new sod 

We are al-

ways accept-

ing applica-

tions for our 

Volunteer 

Reserve 

Unit. 

C R I M E  F I G H T E R  

If you lay new 

sod or seed, 

new trees or 

shrubbery, 

contact the 

Police 

Department 

for a 

temporary 

sprinkling 

permit. 



FIREWORKS IN MINNESOTA 
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The sale, possession and use of 
certain non-explosive and non-
aerial fireworks are now permitted 
in Minnesota.  Examples of LE-
GAL fireworks include items such 
as sparklers, cones and tubes 
that emit sparks, and novelty 
items like snakes and party pop-
pers. 

Consumer fireworks may not be 
used on public property (parks, 
roads, alleys, schools, govern-
ment property, etc.)  Purchasers 
of consumer fireworks must be at 
least 18 years old and retailers 
are required to check photo identi-
fication before selling these prod-
ucts. 

Explosive and aerial fireworks are 
prohibited for public sale, posses-
sion and use.  Prohibited fire-
works included firecrackers, bottle 
rockets, missiles, roman candles, 
mortars and shells. 

Fireworks are associated with 
many injuries nationally each 
year.  The following safety guide-
lines are offered to reduce fire-
works injuries, fires, and nuisance 
complaints: 

 Read, understand and follow 
the instructions on each de-
vice before using. 

 Use fireworks with close 
adult supervision. 

 Choose a safe place to use 
fireworks that is far from 
anything that could be dam-
aged from the normal or 
abnormal use of any device. 

 Keep fireworks away from 
small children and store 
them in a cool/dry location 
away from sources of igni-
tion. 

 Never ignite fireworks inside 
another container, such as 
inside a bottle or can. 

 Only light one fireworks de-
vice at a time, then move 
away quickly. 

 If a firework device has been 
ignited but fails to go off, 
stay clear of the device for 
an extended period of time 

to prevent injury due to de-
layed activation.  Soak the 
device in water before han-
dling it. 

 

For more information, visit the 
State Fire Marshal website at: 

www.fire.state.mn.us 

 

 

 

 

 

The lake access parking restrictions are in effect all year long.  Be sure to read all signs at the boat landings for parking re-
strictions and hours. 

 

Violators will be issued citations 

 

Fishing is also banned from all bridges in Minnetrista. 

 

LAKE ACCESS PARKING 

www.fire.state.mn.us


They may get a call from two peo-
ple, one pretending to be the 
grandchild and the other pretend-
ing to either be a police officer or a 
lawyer.  The “grandchild” asks 
questions during the call, getting 
the grandparent to volunteer per-
sonal information.   

Callers say that they don’t want 
other family 
members to 
find out what 
has happened.  
They will ask 
to wire money 
through a wire 
transfer com-
pany.  Often victims don’t verify 
the story until after the money has 
been sent out. 

In some cases, scammers pretend 
to be an old neighbor or a friend of 
the family, but for the most part, 

Minnesotans lose millions to 
fraudulent scams each year. 

Criminals will use emails, phone 
calls and mailings to gain your 
trust and take your money.  Visit 
www.dps.state.mn.us to learn how 
to recognize and report scams. 

A popular scam is called the 
Emergency Scam that targets 
grandparents and play upon their 
emotions to rob them of their mon-
ey. 

In the typical scenario of an emer-
gency scam, a grandparent re-
ceives a phone call from a scam-
mer claiming to be one of his or 
her grandchildren.  Callers go on 
to say that they are in some kind 
of trouble and need money imme-
diately.  They claim to have been 
in a car accident, are having trou-
ble returning from a foreign coun-
try or they need bail money. 

the emergency scam is directed at 
grandparents. 

Protect Yourself:  

Remember scammers are count-
ing on the fact that you will want to 
act quickly to help your loved ones 
in an emergency. 

Never send money to anyone you 
don’t know and trust.  
Verify the person’s iden-
tity before you take any 
steps to help. 

Don’t give out personal 
information to the caller. 

Ask the person ques-
tions that only your loved one 
would be able to answer.  Call the 
child’s parents or friends to verify 
the story. 

Ask yourself—does the caller’s 
story make sense? 

7651 County Road 110 W 

Minnetrista, MN  55364 

Phone: (952)446-1131 

Fax:     (952)446-1623 

Email:   police@ci.minnetrista.mn.us 

 

Minnetrista Public Safety 

Department 

SCAM VICTIMS 

Fight Crime.  Promote Safety 

Contact Information 

Visit our website: 

www.cityofminnetrista.com 

www.cityofminnetrista.com
www.dps.state.mn.us

